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IN THE CHANCERY COURT OF MADISON COUNTY, MISSISSIPPI

EX REL:  ARTHUR JOHNSTON
CAUSE NO. 2004-0045


   MADISON COUNTY CHANCERY CLERK


« AND »
FRED CARSON

v.
CAUSE NO. 19-240

JAMES REED AND GLADYS REED


« AND »

IN RE: ESTATE OF TOM GRANT, DECEASED
CAUSE NO. 22-546


« AND »

MARY ANN GEORGE

v.
CAUSE NO. 28-715

JAMES LEE GEORGE


« AND »

IN RE: ESTATE OF HENRY WASHINGTON, DECEASED
CAUSE NO. 31-917


ORDER AUTHORIZING AND DIRECTING TRANSFER OF


FUNDS HELD BY THE CHANCERY CLERK 


TO THE STATE TREASURER


THIS CAUSE having come on this day for hearing on the Motion Ore Tenus of the Clerk of Court, Arthur Johnston, seeking authority to transfer the proceeds of certain aged accounts being held by him in the above causes to the Treasurer of the State of Mississippi in accordance with Miss. Code Ann. § 89-12-1 et seq., and the Court, having reviewed each matter with the Clerk, finds as follows:


1.
As to the funds associated with Cause No. 19-240, former Clerk W. A. Sims was

appointed Commissioner to sell certain property.  Pursuant to a decree dated June 16, 1967, one-third of the proceeds of that sale ($300.27) were paid to the Clerk for the use and benefit of James Reed and another one-third ($300.27) was paid for the use and benefit of Gladys Reed. James Reed received his share of the proceeds on December 29, 1967, according to a bank check issued on that date, a copy of which may be found in the court file.  However, since 1967, the Clerk has maintained what is now account # 500001102 at M&F Bank in Canton for the benefit of Gladys Reed or her heirs.  As of July 12, 2011, the current balance in the account is $523.05.


2.
As to the funds associated with Cause No. 22-546, the Clerk has maintained what

is now account # 700003775 at M & F Bank in Canton, Mississippi since November, 1977.  This account is a savings account held in trust for the benefit of one Rosetta Johnson who was a beneficiary named in the will of Tom Grant.  Ms. Johnson received a bequest in the amount of $100 and she could not be located at that time.  As of July 12, 2011, the current balance in the account is $235.87.


3.
As to the funds associated with Cause No. 28-715, following a partition sale, the

Court entered a decree awarding one-tenth of the proceeds thereof to a James Lee George of 629 Third Avenue, Canton, Mississippi 39046.  Mr. George apparently refused to accept the funds, which amounted to $976.57, in May of 1986.  Since that time the Clerk has maintained what is now account # 1183004104 at BankPlus in Canton, Mississippi for his benefit or the benefit of his heirs.  As of July 12, 2011, the current balance in the account is $2,293.43.

4.
As to the funds associated with Cause No. 31-917, the Clerk has maintained what

is now account # 500002654 at M & F Bank in Canton, Mississippi since October of 1992.  These funds are for the benefit of the heirs of Henry Washington who were decreed to be (1) Mildred Hart, also known as Mildred Hart Savage, who was believed to reside at 19356 Whitcomb, Detroit, Michigan 48235 at the time the estate was opened; and (2) Morris Savage, whose address was and is unknown.  As of July 12, 2011, the current balance in the account is $3,259.65.


5.
In each of these cases, since the dates referenced above, the Clerk has no record of

any contact by anyone claiming said funds, and efforts to locate the aforesaid individuals have been to no avail.


6.
Despite the lack of interest on the part of said individuals and/or their heirs, the 

Clerk, has, over the years, maintained bank records and balanced bank statements and otherwise exercised custody and care over the funds.  Further, as decreed herein below, the Clerk will take such further actions attending to the transfer of such funds as set forth herein below.  Consequently, for all of these reasons and others, the Clerk has rendered good and valuable service in each case and is entitled to be compensated in a reasonable amount therefor.


IT IS THEREFORE ORDERED AND ADJUDGED THAT the Clerk shall close each of the aforesaid accounts and distribute the proceeds as follows:


1.
As to the funds associated with Cause No. 19-240 being held in account #

500001102 at M & F Bank in Canton, Mississippi, the Clerk shall pay himself an administrative fee of $75.00 and pay the balance over to the State Treasurer, Division of Unclaimed Property for the benefit of Gladys Reed or her heirs.

2.
As to the funds associated with Cause No. 22-546 being held in account #

700003775 at M & F Bank in Canton, Mississippi, the Clerk shall pay himself an administrative fee of $25.00 and pay the balance over to the State Treasurer, Division of Unclaimed Property for the benefit of Rosetta Johnson or her heirs.


3.
As to the funds associated with Cause No. 28-715 being held in account #

1183004104 at BankPlus in Canton, Mississippi, the Clerk shall pay himself an administrative fee of $150.00 and pay the balance over to the State Treasurer, Division of Unclaimed Property for the benefit of James Lee George or his heirs.

4.
As to the funds associated with Cause No. 31-917 being held in account #

500002654 at M & F Bank in Canton, Mississippi, the Clerk shall pay himself an administrative fee of $250.00 and pay the balance over to the State Treasurer, Division of Unclaimed Property one-half for the benefit of Mildred Hart, also known as Mildred Hart Savage, or her heirs and one-half for the benefit of Morris Savage or his heirs. 


5.
The Clerk shall take any and all actions necessary to transfer said funds to the

State Treasurer as ordered herein above and provide the State Treasurer with whatever information he may need.


SO ORDERED AND ADJUDGED this the _____ day of July, 2011.







________________________________







CHANCELLOR 

________________________________

ARTHUR S. JOHNSTON, III, ESQ. – MS BAR # 9593

CHANCERY CLERK

P. O. BOX 3294

RIDGELAND, MS 39158-3294

(601) 855-5526 (phone)

(601) 855-5759 (fax)


